
Aiming the camera only towards himself, John Coplans questioned popular 
culture’s crystallized take on the male body and its connection to classical 
sculpture, producing humanist counter-monuments that underscore ideas of 
decay and vulnerability. His photographs display a number of interventions 
in which the body is cut and reconfigured into details and partial views, a 
gesture that echoes the ongoing fragmentation of bodies and matter in the 
digital realm of the web.

He immigrated to the United States in 1960 and began teaching at the 
University of California, Berkeley. In 1962, he became one of the founding 
editors of the magazine Artforum and was affiliated with the publication for 
16 years. At the age of 60 Coplans began taking black-and-white photographs 
of his naked body. With this body of work he received widespread acclaim. 
His photographs are exhibited and acquired by renowned museums in Europe 
and the United States. In addition to his practice as an artist he had a prolific 
career as an art critic and curator.
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2017 
Polaroids: The Disappearing, Nathalie Karg Gallery, New York City, US
Die Kraft Des Alters, Schloss Belvedere - Museum für KunsthandwerkWeimar, DE
Aging Pride, Belvedere, Vienna, AT
Die Kraft der Alters, Belvedere, Vienna, AT
Silberglanz. Von der Kunst des Alters, Niedersächsischen, Landesmuseum, Hannover, DE
L´être monde, Mémoires du corps, Musée des Beaux-Arts de Caen, Caen, FR
Barbara T. Smith, John Coplans and Hannah Wilke - Impermanence, Cirrus Gallery, Los Angeles, US
The Body Laid Bare: Masterpieces from Tate, Auckland Art Gallery, Auckland, NZ
La idea en un signo. Colección Sánchez-Ubiria, Centro de Arte Alcobendas (CAA), Madrid, ES
Black And White, Nina Freudenheim Gallery, Buffalo, US

2016
Another Objectivity, Collection Display, Museo Nacional Centro de Arte Reina Sofia, Madrid, ES
Wunde®NKunstmuseum, Appenzell, Appenzell, CH
Stare, Vancouver Art Gallery, Vancouver, CA
Dancing with Myself - Selbstporträt und Selbsterfindung Werke aus der Sammlung Pinault, Museum 

Folkwang, Essen, DE
Insolite, Art & Public, Geneva, CH
Facing The World, Scottish National Portrait Gallery, Edinburgh, UK
Perdidos en la ciudad/ La vida urbana en las colecciones del IVAM, Institut Valencià d’Art Modern 

(IVAM), Valencia, ES
Der Künstler Und Sein Ich. Das Abstrahierte Selbstporträt In Der Fotografie Von 1960 Bis 2000, 

Taatsgalerie Stuttgart, Stuttgart, DE
Human Interest: Portraits from the Whitney’s Collection, Whitney Museum of American Art, New York 

City, US
Mars à la Fabric, La Fabric I Espace d’art contemporain I Fondation Salomon I Annecy, Annecy, FR

2015
Entre Intime et Autoportrait (Un tempts dilaté), Galerie Le Réverbère, Lyon, FR
They Printed It!, Kunsthalle ZürichZurich, CH
Tyger, Tyger: Lynn Chadwick and the Art of Now, Berman Museum of ArtCollegeville, US
Mortel - suite et fin, FRAC - Basse-Normandie, Caen, FR
MERicco Maresca Gallery, New York City, US
A l’Ombre d’Eros, une histoire d’amour et de mort, Musée de Brou, Bourg-en-Bresse, FR
The Day Will Come When Man Falls, Deichtorhallen Hamburg, Hamburg, DE
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