
MILAN GRYGAR
(1926, Zvolen, SK)

During the war he studied at the School of Trades in Brno, in the years 1945 - 
1950 University of Applied Arts in Prague with Professor Emil Filla.

His first solo exhibition in Prague, was devoted to abstract painting. For 
about half a century, starting in the mid-1960s, Milan Grygar has developed 
a body of work whose premise is the inseparable character of two senses 
occidental art has often seen as distinct: sight and hearing. His works have an 
essential connection with sound: they record its transpiring in visual form, 
or constitute a more or less detailed score through which to produce it. In 
later years he devoted himself to so-called acoustic drawings (each image was 
inextricably linked to music) almost simultaneously he also introduced a new 
artistic current in Czechoslovakia, which was tactile painting. 

Mostre in corso
Milan Grygar 2023, Galerie Zdeněk Sklenář, Pra-
gue, CZ (solo, 2024).

Mostre personali
Milan Grygar: Watercolors, Galerie Zdeněk Sk-
lenář, Prague, CZ (2023); Milan Grygar 2021: 
Paintings, Galerie Zdeněk Sklenář, Prague, CZ 
(2021); Milan Grygar 2020: Pastels, Galerie 
Zdeněk Sklenář, Prague, CZ (2021); Milan Gry-
gar, Národní Galerie/National Gallery, Prague, 
CZ (2019); Milan Grygar 2018, Galerie Zdeněk 
Sklenář, Prague, CZ (2018); Antifona, P420, Bo-
logna IT (2017); Milan Grygar, Light, Sound, Mo-
tion, Fait Gallery, Brno, CZ (2017); Milan Grygar, 
Sound on paper, ZKM, Karlsruhe, DE (2016); 
Konkret, Milan Dobes Museum, Bratislava, SK 
(2015); The Visual and the Acoustic, Prague City 
Gallery, Prague, CZ (2015); Milan Grygar, Vizuál-
ní a akustické, Billek VIlla, Prague, CZ (2014); Mi-
lan Grygar, Sound on paper, P420, Bologna, IT 
(2014); Milan Grygar, Galerie Závodný, Mikulov, 
CZ (2013); Milan Grygar 2012, Galerie Zdeněk 
Sklenář, Prague, CZ (2012); Light, Sound, Move-
ment, Today Art Museum, Beijing, CN (2012); Mi-
lan Grygar 2010 - 2011, Galerie Zdeněk Sklenář, 
Prague, CZ (2011); Milan Grygar, Drawings and 
Sound, Foksal Gallery, Warsaw, PL (2010); Mi-
lan Grygar: Antiphons, Galerie Zdeněk Sklenář, 
Prague, CZ (2008); Milan Grygar - Paintings 
1959 – 1963, Galerie Zdeněk Sklenář, Prague, CZ 
(2007); Milan Grygar, Moravska Galerie, Brno, 
CZ (2006); Milan Grygar, SeveroČeská galerie 
výtvarného umění v Litoměřicích, Litoměřice, CZ 
(2001); Performance Drawings - Milan Grygar, 
The Drawing Center, New York City, US (2001); 
Milan Grygar, Gallery of Modern Art Roudnice 
nad Labem, Roudnice nad Labem, CZ (1992).

Selezione mostre collettive
ART IS HERE, White Sheets (1968) – White Space 
(1974), Central Slovak Gallery, Banská Bystrica, 
SK (2023); Salon pokladů, Galerie mesta Trince, 
Trinec, CZ (2023); Minisalon 1984, Slovak Union 
of Visual Arts, Bratislava, SK (2022); Minisalon, 
The New Hall Gallery, Prague, CZ (2022); Collage 
- Bonded Worlds, National Museum Wroclaw, 
Wroclaw, PL (2022); Never Stop Longing, Gal-
erie Zdeněk Sklenář, Prague, CZ (2022); Codex 
Subpartum, Marres - Centre for Contemporary 
Culture, Maastricht, NL (2022); Rozhraní, Galerie 
Klatovy / Klenová GKK, Klenová, CZ (2021); In All 
Directions: the Nineties from the Klatovy / Kle-
nová gallery’s collections, Ján Koniarek Gallery, 
Trnava, SK (2021); Jan Křížek in Czech Art, Gal-
erie Zdeněk Sklenář, Prague, CZ (2021); Dream!?, 
Bratislava City Gallery / Mirbach Palace, Bratisla-
va, SK (2020); 14 artistic interludes between 
1902 and 2020, Galerie Zdeněk Sklenář, Prague, 

CZ (2020); E subito riprende il viaggio, P420, Bo-
logna, IT (2020); Pod povrchem, Galerie Klatovy 
/ Klenová GKK, Klenová, CZ (2020); Culmina-
tion: The Apex of Czech Fine Art, Galerie Zdeněk 
Sklenář, Prague, CZ (2019); Ááách – Českoslov-
enský filmový plagát 60.-70.let ze zbírky plakátu 
Terryho ponožky, Dum umení Opava, Opava, CZ 
(2019); Gallery profits / Thirty years of collect-
ing activity of the East Bohemian Gallery in Par-
dubice 1989–2019, The East Bohemian Gallery, 
Pardubice, CZ (2019); Retina. Possibilities of 
Painting (1989–2019), 8smička, Humpolec, CZ 
(2019); Stars, Galerie Zdeněk Sklenář, Prague, 
CZ (2019); Moving Image Department #11: Image 
(Of) Silence, Národní Galerie/National Gallery, 
Prague, CZ (2019); Krajinow, Muzeum umění a 
designu Benešov, Benešov, CZ (2019); Na konci 
duhy, dva kroky vlevo, Galerie U Betlémské Ka-
ple, Prague, CZ (2019); A Celebration of Heroes: 
27 Lines Edition, Galerie Zdeněk Sklenář, Prague, 
CZ (2019); Sounds / Codes / Images – Audio 
Experimentation in the Visual Arts, City Gallery 
Prague, Prague, CZ (2019); Prototypes 02: Co-
dex Subpartum, MS2 Art Museum, Łódź, PL 
(2019); Echo / Selection from the Fait Gallery col-
lection, Fait Gallery, Brno, CZ (2019); Art Is Here: 
New Art, Moravska Galerie, Brno, CZ (2019); 

The Experience Of Choice - [gautier & Co], L’Or-
angerie de Cachan, Cachan, FR (2019); The 
Transformation of Geometry / Collections Sieg-
fried Grauwinkel, City Gallery Prague / Galerie 
Hlavního Města Prahy, Prague, CZ (2018); 5 x 8 = 
40 / Grafika a kresba ze sbírek GUKV v klícových 
letech ceské historie 20. století, Galerie umění 
Karlovy Vary, Karlovy Vary, CZ (2018); Prostory 
zvuku a pohybu – Milan Adamciak | Milan Grygar, 
Gustav Mahler House, Jihlava, CZ (2018); Jaro. 
Ceskoslovenská výtvarná scéna 1966 – 1968, 
Gallery of Modern Art Roudnice nad Labem, 
Roudnice nad Labem, CZ (2018); Flashes of the 
Future, Ludwig Forum für Internationale Kunst, 
Aachen, DE (2018); Games and Dreams, Muze-
um v Bruntál, Bruntal, CZ (2017); CS Conceptu-
al Art of the 70s, Fait Gallery, Brno, CZ (2017); 
Emil Filla a jeho záci: Tusení metamorfóz, The East 
Bohemian Gallery / Východočeská galerie, Par-
dubice, CZ (2017); Why Patterns?, De Vleeshal, 
Middelburg, NL (2017); Eye Ichnography, ZAHO-
RIAN & VAN ESPEN, Prague, CZ (2017); the sev-
enties, Galerie Zaloudek, Prague, CZ (2017); Too 
Many Teeth. Czech and Slovak art of the sixties 
from the collections of the Zlatá Husa Gallery and 
Museum Kampa, Museum Kampa - The Jan and 
Meda Mládek Foundation, Prague, CZ (2017).
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Collage - Bonded Worlds, curated by Anna Chmielarz, National Museum Wroclaw, Wroclaw, PL
Never Stop Longing, Galerie Zdeněk Sklenář, Prague, CZ
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2021
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Trnava, SK
Jan Křížek in Czech Art, Galerie Zdeněk Sklenář, Prague, CZ
Milan Grygar 2020: Pastels, Galerie Zdeněk Sklenář, Prague, CZ (solo)

2020 
Dream!?, Bratislava City Gallery / Mirbach Palace, Bratislava, SK
14 artistic interludes between 1902 and 2020, Galerie Zdeněk Sklenář, Prague, CZ
E subito riprende il viaggio, P420, Bologna, IT
Pod povrchem, Galerie Klatovy / Klenová GKK, Klenová, CZ 

2019
Milan Grygar, Národní Galerie/National Gallery, Prague, CZ (solo)
Culmination: The Apex of Czech Fine Art, Galerie Zdeněk Sklenář, Prague, CZ
Ááách – Československý filmový plagát 60.-70.let ze zbírky plakátu Terryho ponožky, Dum umení Opava, 

Opava, CZ
Gallery profits / Thirty years of collecting activity of the East Bohemian Gallery in Pardubice 1989–2019, 

The East Bohemian Gallery, Pardubice, CZ
Retina. Possibilities of Painting (1989–2019), 8smička, Humpolec, CZ
Stars, Galerie Zdeněk Sklenář, Prague, CZ
Moving Image Department #11: Image (Of) Silence, curated by Adam Budak, Národní Galerie/
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Krajinow, curated by Alena Bartková and Barbora Ficková, Muzeum umění a designu Benešov, 

Benešov, CZ
Na konci duhy, dva kroky vlevo, Galerie U Betlémské Kaple, Prague, CZ
A Celebration of Heroes: 27 Lines Edition, Galerie Zdeněk Sklenář, Prague, CZ
Sounds / Codes / Images – Audio Experimentation in the Visual Arts, curated by Jitka Hlavackova, City 

Gallery Prague, Prague, CZ
Prototypes 02: Codex Subpartum, MS2 Art Museum, Łódź, PL
Echo / Selection from the Fait Gallery collection, curated by Denisa Kujelová, Fait Gallery, Brno, CZ
Art Is Here: New Art, Moravska Galerie, Brno, CZ
The Experience Of Choice - [gautier & Co], L’Orangerie de Cachan, Cachan, FR
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5 x 8 = 40 / Grafika a kresba ze sbírek GUKV v klícových letech ceské historie 20. století, Galerie umění 

Karlovy Vary, Karlovy Vary, CZ
Prostory zvuku a pohybu – Milan Adamciak | Milan Grygar, Gustav Mahler House, Jihlava, CZ
Jaro. Ceskoslovenská výtvarná scéna 1966 – 1968, Gallery of Modern Art Roudnice nad Labem, 

Roudnice nad Labem, CZ
Flashes of the Future, curated by Andreas Beitin and Eckhart Gillen, Ludwig Forum für 

Internationale Kunst, Aachen, DE



2017
Antifona, P420, Bologna IT (solo)
Milan Grygar, Light, Sound, Motion, Fait Gallery, Brno, CZ (solo)
Games and Dreams, Muzeum v Bruntál, Bruntal, CZ
CS Conceptual Art of the 70s, Fait Gallery, Brno, CZ
Emil Filla a jeho záci: Tusení metamorfóz, The East Bohemian Gallery / Východočeská galerie, 

Pardubice, CZ
Why Patterns?, De Vleeshal, Middelburg, NL
Eye Ichnography, ZAHORIAN & VAN ESPEN, Prague, CZ
the seventies, Galerie Zaloudek, Prague, CZ
Too Many Teeth. Czech and Slovak art of the sixties from the collections of the Zlatá Husa Gallery and 

Museum Kampa, Museum Kampa - The Jan and Meda Mládek Foundation, Prague, CZ
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The Visual and the Acoustic, Prague City Gallery, Prague, CZ 

2014
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Milan Grygar 2010 - 2011, Galerie Zdeněk Sklenář, Prague, CZ 

2010
Milan Grygar, Drawings and Sound, Foksal Gallery, Warsaw, PL 

2008
Milan Grygar: Antiphons, Galerie Zdeněk Sklenář, Prague, CZ

2007
Milan Grygar - Paintings 1959 – 1963, Galerie Zdeněk Sklenář, Prague, CZ 

2006
Milan Grygar, Moravska Galerie, Brno, CZ 



2001
Milan Grygar, Severočeská galerie výtvarného umění v Litoměřicích, Litoměřice, CZ                             
Performance Drawings - Milan Grygar, The Drawing Center, New York City, US
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Milan Grygar, Gallery of Modern Art Roudnice nad Labem, Roudnice nad Labem, CZ 
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The Experience Of Choice - [gautier & Co], L’Orangerie de Cachan, Cachan, FR
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Roudnice nad Labem, CZ
Flashes of the Future, curated by Andreas Beitin and Eckhart Gillen, Ludwig Forum für 

Internationale Kunst, Aachen, DE

2017
Games and Dreams, Muzeum v Bruntál, Bruntal, CZ
CS Conceptual Art of the 70s, Fait Gallery, Brno, CZ



Emil Filla a jeho záci: Tusení metamorfóz, The East Bohemian Gallery / Východočeská galerie, 
Pardubice, CZ

Why Patterns?, De Vleeshal, Middelburg, NL
Eye Ichnography, ZAHORIAN & VAN ESPEN, Prague, CZ
the seventies, Galerie Zaloudek, Prague, CZ
Too Many Teeth. Czech and Slovak art of the sixties from the collections of the Zlatá Husa Gallery and 

Museum Kampa, Museum Kampa - The Jan and Meda Mládek Foundation, Prague, CZ

2016
The Museum of Rhythm, Muzeum Sztuki Łódź, Łódź, PL
Non-Aligned Modernity, FM Centro per l’Arte Contemporanea, Milano, IT
Kunst in Europa 1945–1968, ZKM | Zentrum für Kunst und Medientechnologie Karlsruhe, 

Karlsruhe, DE
the sixties, Galerie Zaloudek, Prague, CZ
Turning Pages / Modern book culture in the collections of the Olomouc Museum of art, Zapadoceska 

galerie, Pilsen, CZ

2015
Art is Here, curated by Jana Písaríková, Ondřej Chrobák and Petr Ingerle, Moravska Galerie, 

Brno, CZ
Circuit Olomouc/Olomouc semiofficial art scene during normalization, Muzeum Umeni, Olomouc, CZ
Accidental Sounds, Loudwing Museum im Deutschherrenhaus, Koblenz, DE
Modern and post-war art,/Contemporary art/Photography, Galerie Pecka, Prague , CZ
Modern and post-war art,/Contemporary art/Photography, Galerie 5. patro, Prague , CZ
John Cage/Milan Grygar: Chance Operations & Intention, Ludwig Museum im Deutschherrenhaus, 

Koblenz, DE
Grygar/morellet/scaccabarozzi,Galerie Zaloudek, Prague, CZ
The Fragments Of Sets, Fait Gallery, Brno, CZ  

2014
The Olomouc Domain, DOX, Centre for contemporary art, Prague, CZ
Konkret, Milan Dobes Museum, Bratislava, SK
8 european concretists, Galerie Žaloudek, Prague, CZ

2013
Lapidary, Galerie Jaroslava Fragnera, Prague, CZ
Sounding the Body Electric, Calvert22, London, UK
Prague Biennale 6, Prague Biennale, Prague, CZ 
Jahresgaben von 1982 bis heute, Dortmunder Kunstverein e.V., Dortmund, DE

2012
Ááách / Ceskoslovenský filmový plakát 1959–1989, Aleš South Bohemian Gallery / Wortner House, 

České Budějovice, CZ
Visible Music, curated by Jozef Cseres and Michal Murin, Neue Sächsische Galerie, Chemnitz, DE
Open, curated by Denisa Kujelová, Fait Gallery, Brno, CZ
Concrete: The Small Format, Galerie St. Johann, Saarbrücken, DE
The Manes Association Of Fine Artists Today / Dnešní Mánes, S.V.U. Mámes - Galerie Diamant, Prague, CZ
The Freedom of Sound. John Cage behind the Iron Curtain, Ludwig Museum - Museum of 

Contemporary Art Budapest, Budapest, HU
Cartografías contemporáneas, CaixaForum Barcelona, Barcelona, ES
Cartografías contemporáneas. Dibujando el pensamiento, CaixaForum Madrid, Madrid, ES
Disjecta membrane for John Cage, Galerie výtvarného umění v Ostravě, Dum umeni, Ostrava, CZ
Weiss Und Andere Farben, Galerie Franz Swetec, Dusseldorf, DE
Membra Disjecta For John Cage: Wanting To Say Something About John, Quartier21, Vienna, AT
Membra Disjecta For John Cage: Wanting To Say Something About John, DOX - Centre for 

contemporary art, Prague, CZ
Sounding the Body Electric. Experiments in Art and Music in Eastern Europe 1957-1984, Muzeum Sztuki 

Łódź, Łódź, PL 

2011
11° Biennale de Lyon - La Biennale de Lyon, Lyon, FR 

2010
SchauLager - LagerSchau 2., Galerie St. Johann, Saarbrücken, DE
Czech Dream - Lucid Dream, DOMINIK ART PROJECTS, Krakow, PL
15 KÜnstler Positionen Konkreter Kunst Heute, Galerie Grewenig Nissen, Heidelberg, DE 

2009
Fleuves, Hameau Fournaise, Chatou, FR
Arbeiten auf Papier – konkret. 40 Jahre Galerie St. Johann, Galerie St. Johann, Saarbrücken, DE



Works on Papers, Galerie St. Johann, Saarbrücken, DE
Slunce Orientu / Cestí malíri ilustrují orientální literaturu, Regional Art Gallery / Oblastni Galerie v 

Liberci, Liberec, CZ
re-connaitre, Paksi Képtár, Paks, HU
Concrete Art Connection - Konkrete Kunst aus Mitteleuropa, Galerie Artmark, Vienna, AT
Emil Filla a Milan Grygar, Galerie Zdeněk Sklenář, Prague, CZ
The Act of Drawing, Vivid, Birmingham, UK
The Manes Association Of Fine Artists, Slovak Union of Visual Arts, Bratislava, HU
Positionen Konkreter Kunst heute, Landesmuseum Mainz, Mainz, DE 
Listování | Moderní knižní kultura ve sbírkách Muzea umění Olomouc, Muzeum Umeni Olomouc, 

Olomouc, CZ
Verein Bildender Künstler Manes (1887 - 2009): Geschichte und Gegenwart des Tschechischen Kunstvereins, 

Saarländische Galerie - Europäisches Kunstforum e.V., Berlin, DE 

2008
petersburg...-jahresausstellung 2008, Galerie St. Johann, Saarbrücken, DE
Dialogues / Dialogy, Galerie Smečky, Prague, CZ
INTRO 518 NOW 69 NOW* NOW 180 BONUS Q TRACK!, Karlin Studios, Prague, CZ
Moderní a poválečné umění, současné umění, fotografie, galerie 5. patro, Prague, CZ
No cage for me!, Muzeum Umeni Olomouc, Olomouc, CZ 
Moderní a poválečné umění, současné umění, fotografie, Leica Gallery LGP, Prague, CZ 

2007
Frisch gestrichen – peinture fraîche, Galerie St. Johann, Saarbrücken, DE
Prague Biennale 3, Prague Biennale, Prague, CZ 

2005
Résonnances, Centre de la Gravure et de l’Image imprimée, La Louvière, BE 

2004
Flashback: Ceský a slovenský filmový plakát 1959 – 1989, Muzeum Umeni Olomouc, Olomouc, CZ 
DRAWIG, DRAWING... / Kresba, kresba..., Zapadoceska galerie, Pilsen, CZ
Look Light/Ejhle světlo, Prague Castle Riding School, Prague, CZ 
Flashback: Ceský a slovenský filmový plagát 1959 – 1989, Dom umenia / Kunsthalle Bratislava, Bratislava, SK

2003
Works on paper from Museum Kampa collection, City Gallery Prague/Galerie Hlavního Města Prahy, 

Prague, CZ
Umění je abstrakce, Moravska Galerie, Brno, CZ
Un jardin secret - Collection Monique Dorsel et Emile Lanc, Centre de la Gravure et de l’Image imprimée, 

La Louvière, BE
Minisalon, Centre tchèque de Paris, Paris, FR 

2002
Field of phenomena - solitude of matter / Pole jevu - samota vec, Moravska Galerie, Brno, CZ
Corps et traces. La création contemporaine tchèque, 1962-2002, Musée des Beaux, Arts de Nancy, 

Nancy, FR
Homage to the Creative Team - First Part of the Jan and Meda Mládek Collection, Museum Kampa, The 

Jan and Meda Mládek Foundation, Prague, CZ
Minisalon, Museum Puri Lukisan, Ubud, Bali, RI
ANIMA - ANIMUS, The Brno House of Arts, Brno, CZ
Minisalon, Galeri Nasional Indonesia, Jakarta, ID
Monochromie, Czech Museum of Fine Arts; Ceské muzeum vytvarných umeni v Praze, Prague, CZ
Object / Object. Metamorphoses in Time, Moravska Galerie, Brno, CZ 

2001
Object / Obejct - Metamorphoses in Time / Metamorfózy v čase, Czech Museum of Fine Arts, Ceské 

muzeum vytvarných umeni v Praze, Prague, CZ 
Současná česká serigrafie, Stredoslovenská galéria / Central Slovakian Gallery, Banská Bystrica, SK

2000
Actual Infinity / Aktuální nekonečno, City Gallery Prague / Galerie Hlavního Města Prahy, Prague, CZ 
Ceská serigrafie, Regional Gallery of Fine Arts, Zlin, CZ 
Soucasná ceská serigrafie, Galerie moderního umění v Hradci Králové, Hradec Králové, CZ

1999
30 Years Of Galerie St. Johann, Galerie St. Johann, Saarbrücken, DE
Crossings, Galerie Rudolfinum, Prague, CZ
... And What Collections / ... a co sbírky. Přírůstky Muzea umění Olomouc za léta 1985-1988, Muzeum 

Umeni Olomouc, Olomouc, CZ 



1997
Art When Time Stood Still, Gallery of Visual Art in Cheb, Cheb, CZ
Arta Concreta, The National Museum of Art of Romania, Bucharest, RO
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